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Introduction
● This report presents five plant communities representative of the Middle Pimmit Run watershed area: 

○ Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest (CEGL006055)
○ Northern Piedmont Small Stream Floodplain Forest (CEGL006492)
○ Northeastern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Oak-Beech/Heath Forest (CEGL006919)
○ Piedmont Little Bluestem Patch Prairie (CEGL006572)
○ Upper Southeast Sweetgum - Tuliptree Small Stream Forest (CEGL004418)

● In this report, the plant associations for each plant community are categorized as follows:
○ Canopy Layer
○ Understory/Shrub Layer
○ Grasses
○ Ground Layer

● All plants identified are available from local or mail order native plant nurseries. 
● All photos are author’s unless otherwise noted. 
● Appendix A provides references and native plant mail order sources. 



Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest

Community Description: This community includes luxuriant forests in sheltered 

ravines and slopes with base-rich soils in the northern portions of the Coastal Plain and 
Piedmont region. Stands typically have dense canopies and understories and herb layers are 
rich and lush. Sites typically include deep ravines and protected slopes near streams and 
floodplains. 

Plant Associations: The canopy layer is typically dominated by stately tall shade 

trees, including Tuliptree, American Beech, Hickory, Oak species, and White Ash. The 
understory and shrub layer is typically dominated by native deciduous shrubs and 
saplings, including Pawpaw and Spicebush. The ground layer tends to be lushly populated 
by a widespread variety of lush herbs, forbs, and graminoids. 

Landscape Design Applications: This plant community is highly relevant to 

residential  landscapes that feature a tall canopy, significant shaded areas, and woodland 
gardens. Inspiration can be drawn from the plant associations and habitat patterns. Canopy 
dominance, understory density, and patch-dominance of herb layer are characteristics that 
can be adapted to many residential landscape situations. 



Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest
Plant Associations by Layer

Canopy Layer
Carya cordiformis - Bitternut Hickory
Fagus grandifolia - American Beech
Fraxinus americana - White Ash
Quercus alba - White Oak
Quercus rubra - Red Oak
Juglans nigra - Black Walnut
Liriodendron tulipifera  - Tuliptree
Ulmus rubra - Slippery Elm

Understory/Shrub Layer
Asimina triloba - Pawpaw
Carpinus caroliniana - American Hornbeam
Cornus florida  - Flowering Dogwood
Lindera benzoin - Spicebush

Ground Layer
Actaea racemosa - Black Cohosh
Arisaema triphyllum - Jack in the Pulpit
Botrychium oneidensis - Rattlesnake Fern
Cardamine concatenata - Cutleaf Toothwort
Circaea lutetiana ssp. canadensis - Enchanter’s Nightshade
Eurybia divaricata - White Wood Aster
Galium circaezans - Licorice Bedstraw
Maianthemum racemosum - False Solomon's Seal
Parthenocissus quinquefolia - Virginia Creeper
Podophyllum peltatum - Mayapple
Polygonatum biflorum - Solomon's Seal
Polystichum acrostichoides - Christmas Fern
Sanguinaria canadensis - Bloodroot
Trillium sessile - Toadshade



Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest

Carya cordiformis - Bitternut Hickory

Tall, slender tree that grows best in moist woodland soils 

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 50-70’ high, 1-2.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, pinnately compound, 7-10” long, 7-9 long, oval toothed leaflets, attractive fall 
color.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Yellow-green drooping catkin flowers, round, ribbed, bitter fruit, bark 
is thin, tight, and hard. 

Wildlife Value: The bitter nuts are valued by wildlife when other food is not available. 

Human Value: Hard, strong, heavy wood used for furniture and woodworking. 



Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest

Fagus grandifolia - American Beech

Tall shade tree with broad trunk and leaves that stay through winter.

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 60-80’ high, 2-3’ diameter; thick trunk, round crown.

Leaves: Alternate,simple, 2-6” oblong and oval to pointed with teeth, bright yellow in fall and 
hanging on tree through winter.

Features: Flowers hang from slender stalks, nuts are borne on prickly burs.

Wildlife Value: The nuts are highly valued by birds and mammals.

Human Values: Excellent shade tree. Wood used for lumber, flooring, furniture. 



Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest

Fraxinus americana - White Ash

Tall shade tree with straight trunk that grows best in moist conditions.

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 70-80’ high, 2’ diameter.

Leaves: Opposite, pinnately compound, 8-12’ long, with 7 oval to lance shaped leaflets, attractive 
fall color.

Features: Flowers in clusters, 1-2” single, flattened fruit with rounded seed cavity.

Wildlife Value: The seeds are highly valued by birds and mammals, beavers and rabbits eat the 
bark.

Human Value: Tough wood used for woodworking. 

Photo:http://amc-nh.org/resources/guides/trees/species-gallery.php?Species=Fraxinus%20americana

http://amc-nh.org/resources/guides/trees/species-gallery.php?Species=Fraxinus%20americana


Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest

Quercus alba  - White Oak

Impressive shade and ornamental tree for large landscapes 

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 80-100’  high, 3-4’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 4-7” long with 7-10 rounded lobes.

Features: Acorns light brown with cap, flowers indistinguishable; shaggy bark is identifying 
feature.

Wildlife Value: The acorns are food for a wide variety of wildlife.

Human Value: Light brown wood used for woodworking and flooring. 



Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest

Quercus rubra  - Red Oak

Desirable landscape tree with symmetrical shape and vibrant fall color

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 70-90’  high, 2-3’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 5-8” long with 7-11 pointed lobes, fall color bright red.

Features: Acorns light brown with cap, flowers indistinguishable; smooth and gray bark with 
“ski ridges.”

Wildlife Value: The acorns are food for a wide variety of wildlife.

Human Value: Wood used for furniture, cabinets, flooring. 



Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest

Juglans nigra - Black Walnut

Tall shade tree with significant fruit production

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 50-90’  high, 2-3’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, pinnately compound, 12-24” long with 10-24 long, pointed leaflets. 

Features: Yellow-green flowers in catkins (male) and spikes (female); fruit is round 2-2.5” with 
thick, green husks and nut inside that is furrowed and hard. 

Wildlife Value: Squirrels, birds, and humans eat the nuts, and mice and rabbits eat the bark. 

Human Value/Maintenance Notes: The heartwood is heavy and strong, and prized for veneer and 
woodworking. Secrets juglone, which prevents some other plants from growing nearby.. 



Liriodendron tulipifera - Tuliptree

Impressive tall shade tree with spectacular spring fowers and fall foliage

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 90-100’  high, 1-2.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 4-6” long and wide with four pointed lobes and yellow fall color.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are 2-3” tulip-shaped, yellow-green with orange edging, fruit 
is 2.5-3” cone-like cluster of woody, wind-like seeds, bark is thick with furrows and ridges. 

Wildlife Value: Sprouts and buds are food for deer, birds and squirrels eat seeds, and flowers 
provide nectar for bees. 

Human Value: Wood is used for lumber, woodworking, and paper. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest

Ulmus rubra - Slippery Elm

Shade tree with medicinal value that grows best in moist, rich bottomlands

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 60-70’ high, up to 2.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple egg-shaped, 4-6” long and 2-3” wide, double toothed,  

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are small, light-green, in tight clusters of 3-5” in early spring. 
Fruit is a small seed. Bark is dark reddish brown, deeply furrowed, slippery inside. 

Wildlife Value: Seeds appeal to birds and small mammals, rabbits and deer browse twigs. 

Human Value: Inner bark is valued for medicinal purposes. 



Asimina triloba - Pawpaw

Small tree or shrub that grows in thickets and is notable for fall fruit

Layer/Category:  Understory; tree or shrub.

Size and Habit: Up to 40’ high, 1’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 5-11’ long, pear shaped, 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are purplish-brown, bell-shaped, 1-1.5” across with six 
petals. Fruit is fleshy, edible, 2-4” long, resembling a short banana, green, then yellow.

Wildlife Value: Fruit is eaten by mammals and birds. 

Human Value: Fruit is underappreciated by humans. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Carpinus caroliniana - American Hornbeam

Bushy tree with drooping branches and unique truck shape that thrives in wet 
conditions

Layer/Category:  Understory; tree or shrub.

Size and Habit: 20-30’ high, 12-18”’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 2-4” long, oval, pointed, double-toothed. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Yellow-green 1-2” catkins (male) and smaller, fuzzy catkins (female). 
Fruit is 4-6” cluster of leafy bracts.  Bark is light grey with fluted trunk resembling muscles. 

Wildlife Value: Seeds are valued by squirrels and birds. Beavers value for food and building 

materials. 

Human Value: Heavy hard wood used for levers and handles. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Cornus florida - Flowering Dogwood

Attractive ornamental tree noted for spring flowers, state tree and flower of Virginia.

Layer/Category:   Understory; small tree or shrub.

Size and Habit: 20-30’ tall, 6-8” diameter; spreading, uplifting branches.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, 3-5” long, edges smooth or wavy, veins curve parallel to leaf edges.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small flowers clustered and surrounded by four large, white petal-like bracts, 
2” in diameter; Fruit is shiny, bright red, oval, berry-like in clusters in fall. 

Wildlife Value: Fruit is eaten by many species of birds and mammals. Deer and rabbits browse foliage. 

Human Value: Valued for its aesthetic qualities.

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Lindera benzoin - Spicebush

Shrub notable for spicy scent and early bloom

Layer/Category:  Understory; shrub.

Size and Habit: Up to 15’ tall, often multi-stemmed.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, oval, 3-5” long, edges smooth, spicy odor when crushed, green above 
and paler below.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small yellow flowers in clusters in early spring, Fruit is berry-like, 
bright red in fall. 

Wildlife Value:  Caterpillars of the spicebush swallowtail butterfly feed on the leaves. 

Human Value: Attractive shrub for woodland locations. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Actaea racemosa - Black Cohosh

Herbaceous perennial with striking flowers that thrives in moist, wooded forests 

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: 50-70’ high, 1-2.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Large, compound leaves with 20 or more pointed, coarsely toothed leaflets. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flower stalks 3-8’ tall with tassel-like white flowers in May through 
August. Fruits in July-September. 

Wildlife Value: Scent repels most insects (hence common name “bugbane”). Carrion flies and beetles 
are primary pollinators. 

Human Value, Maintenance Notes: Has significant herbal and medicinal value, rubbing leaves on skin 
acts as insect repellent. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Arisaema triphyllum - Jack in the Pulpit

Erect perennial with striking pulpit-like spathe that thrives in moist forests

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: Erect perennial 1-2’ tall with 1-2 leaves, each with 3 leaflets. 

Leaves: Two large green, compound, long-petioled leaves (1-1.5' long), divided into three leaflets 
each, emanate upward from a single stalk and provide umbrella-like shade to the flower.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Unusually-shaped male or female flowers in mid-spring. Plant 
becomes dormant in midsummer but produces clusters of bright red fruit in fall. 

Wildlife Value: Birds consume the pulp and disperse the seed. 

Human Value: Useful and striking woodland garden plant. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Botrychium oneidense - Rattlesnake Fern

Largest and most common forest fern, produces a central stalk resembling a 
rattlesnake

Layer/Category:  Ground; fern.

Size and Habit: 12” tall, erect, broadly triangular.

Leaves: Sterile fronds are triangular, fertile fronds are upright with densely clustered bright yellow 
spore cases on branching segments. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Upright fertile spore frond is most significant feature. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Cardamine concatenata - Cutleaf Toothwort

Delightful woodland spring ephemeral, companion of trillium and bloodwort

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: Spring ephemeral 8-15” tall that goes dormant in summer. 

Leaves: Each stem has a whorl of three leaves near the middle of the stem, with each leaf divided 
into three, narrow, sharply-toothed, lance-shaped segments. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Terminal clusters of four-petaled, white flowers (sometimes with a pink 
blush) blooms at the top of each stem. Flower petals are arranged in the shape of a cross.

Human Value: Good choice for woodland gardens. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Circaea lutetiana canadensis - Enchanter’s 
Nightshade
Woodland herbaceous perennial that thrives in moist shade

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 0.75-2' tall and unbranched or little branched.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, up to 5" long and 3" across, rounded and slightly notched at base. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small white flowers bloom in summer for about a month and consist of 
2 white petals divided into two lobes, 2 green sepals, 2 stamens, and a slender style. Each flower is 
replaced by a small bur-like fruit.

Wildlife Value: The nectar and pollen of the flowers attract bees. Birds and mammals help to 
distribute the seeds. Deer occasionally browse on the foliage.

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Eurybis divaricatus - White Wood Aster

Herbaceous perennial with airy clouds of white flowers in late summer/fall

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 2-3’ tall, 2-4’ wide. 

Leaves: Leaves are heart-shaped, stalked and coarsely toothed.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small but numerous ray-shaped flowers have white single petals with 
yellow centers. The flowers fade to rose-pink.. Black, twiggy stems provide a strong contrast to white 
flowers. 

Wildlife Value: Attracts butterflies, deer-resistant. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Galium circaezans - Licorice Bedstraw
Perennial with whorled leaves that thrives in naturalized shade 

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: 1-2” tall and wide.

Leaves: Light green, square stems are clad with leaves in whorls of 4 at intervals along stem.  

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Greenish-white to yellow flowers bloom from late May into July., 
maturing into black or dark brown fruit. 

Wildlife Value: Flowers are visited by bees, caterpillars and box turtles eat foliage. 

Human Value: Once used to stuff mattresses, hence name “bedstraw.”

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest

Photo:http://www.discoverlife.org/mp/20q?search=Galium+circaezans

http://www.discoverlife.org/mp/20q?search=Galium+circaezans


Maianthemum racemosum - False Solomon's 
Seal

Herbaceous perennial with arching stems that thrives in moist forests

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: 1-3’ tall with erect, arching unbranched stems.

Leaves: Alternate in two rows, sessile, elliptic, 4-6” long with conspicuous parallel veins. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Numerous tiny white flowers in lacy terminal clusters at top of stem in 
April - June followed by fruit in June-September.  

Wildlife Value: Deer graze the foliage and birds and small mammals eat the fruits. 

Human Value: Adds interest to woodland gardens. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Parthenocissus quinquefolia - Virginia Creeper

Native vine with attractive fall color 

Layer/Category:  Ground; vine.

Size and Habit: Grows to 50+ feet, clings by adhesive disks at end of tendrils.

Leaves: Alternate palmately compound with five leaflets up to 4” long, glossy, dark green, turning 
bright red/purple in fall.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers greenish-white in clusters, fruit is small, round and bluish 
black. 

Wildlife Value: Birds and mammals eat the fruit,  host for sphinx moths. 

Human Value: Useful as an attractive cover plant for walls, trellises. 
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Podophyllum peltatum - Mayapple
Perennial that forms a dense carpet of large umbrella leaves on the forest floor 

Layer/Category:  Ground;  herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 8-16” tall.

Leaves: Large, palmately lobed leaves up to 12” in diameter.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are single, white, waxy 1.5-2” long, appearing below the leaves 
from May-April. Fruit is a large yellow egg-shaped berry with a pleasant fragrance appearing in 
May-June. 

Wildlife Value: Box turtles and small mammals eat the fruit and disperse the seeds. 

Human Value: Fruit is edible after it ripens. Chemicals used to treat cancer. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Polygonatum biflorum - Solomon’s Seal

Perennial with arching stems and graceful habit that thrives in moist shade

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 1-6’ long arching stems.

Leaves: Alternate, smooth leaves, narrowly oval with distinctive parallel veins. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Greenish-white, bell-shaped flowers and blue-black berries hang below 
the leaves. 

Wildlife Value: Bees pollinate the flowers and birds disperse the seed. 

Human Value: Arching stems and graceful flowers add interest to woodland gardens. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Polystichum acrostichoides -- Christmas Fern

Attractive evergreen fern that thrives in moist to dry soil

Layer/Category:  Ground; fern.

Size and Habit: 12-24” tall with dark green evergreen leathery fronds. 

Leaves: Pinnate fronds that form from a stout rhizome in circular, arching clumps. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): In spring, new fronds appear in upright position, eventually becoming 
horizontal fronds by fall. 

Wildlife Value: Deer, rabbits, other mammals, and box turtles eat the fronds to varying degrees, 
chickadees use fronds to build nests. 

Human Value: Easy to grow, fronds used as holiday greenery during the Christmas season. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Sanguinaria canadensis - Bloodroot
Low growing perennial herb with distinct leaves and early spring flowers
 
Layer/Category: Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: Up to 5-10” tall, foliage up to 12” in diameter.

Leaves: Solitary, distinctive shaped blue-green leaves with deeply lobed margins. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Solitary white flower up to 2” in diameter on a leafless stalk with 
8-24 petals and numerous gold stamens in March-April. Fruit an elongate green capsule in 
April-May. 

Wildlife Value: Brown seeds contain a substance that attracts ants. 

Human Value: Root was once used as a dye for clothing. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Trillium sessile - Toadshade
Classic, spring-blooming woodland perennial wildflower

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: Up to 12" high, clump-forming plant with single stem that dies to the ground by 
mid-summer.

Leaves: Three sessile, ovate, dark green, hosta-like leaves (up to 4" long) mottled with purple or 
white. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): 2” high flower in March-April features three erect maroon-ish petals 
atop the center of the three-leaf whorl. Flowers have a musky fragrance.

Human Value: Valuable spring wildflower for woodland gardens. 

Northern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Basic Mesic Hardwood Forest



Northern Piedmont Small Stream Floodplain Forest

Community Description: This plant community occurs in floodplains and terraces of 

medium-sized streams (large streams and small rivers) in the Piedmont of Maryland and 
Virginia. THe floodplains are subject to frequent overflow and topologically homogeneous. 
Soils are generally alluvial silt loam and sands from metamorphic and igneous rocks. It is 
typically a closed forest with overstory canopy, understory, and herb layer with some vines. 
Spring ephemerals may occur along herb layer. Due to flooding, herb layer may be weedy. 

Plant Associations: The canopy layer is typically dominated by flood tolerant trees, 

including American Sycamore, Boxelder, Tuliptree, and Slippery Elm. The understory and 
shrub layer is typically dominated by native deciduous shrubs, including Pawpaw, American 
Hornbeam, Spicebush, and Blackhaw Viburnum. The ground  layer varies depending on the 
local conditions, and tends to be populated by a widespread variety of lush herbs, forbs, and 
graminoids where conditions are favorable. 

Landscape Design Applications: This plant community is highly relevant to 

residential  landscapes  that feature periodic wet conditions or stormwater drainage 
challenges. 



Northern Piedmont Small Stream Floodplain Forest
Plant Associations by Layer

Canopy Layer
Acer negundo - Boxelder
Betula nigra - River Birch
Carya cordiformis - Bitternut Hickory
Fraxinus pennsylvania - Pennsylvania Ash
Fraxinus americana - White Ash
Juglans nigra - Black Walnut
Liriodendron tulipifera - Tuliptree
Plantanus occidentalis - American Sycamore
Ullmer americana - Slippery Elm
Quercus palustris - Pin Oak

Understory/Shrub Layer
Asimina triloba - Pawpaw
Carpinus caroliniana - American Hornbeam
Lindera benzoin - Spicebush
Viburnum prunifolium - Black Haw Viburnum

Grasses
Carex amphibola - Creek Sedge
Carex radiata - Eastern Star Sedge
Carex blanda - Common Wood Sedge
Elymus virginicus - Virginia Wild Rye

Ground Layer
Arisaema triphyllum - Jack in the Pulpit
Circaea lutetiana ssp. Canadensis - Enchanter’s Nightshade
Claytonia virginica- Spring Beauty
Erythronium americanum - Yellow Trout Lily
Polygonum  virginianum - Virginia Knotweed
Symphyotrichum lateriflorum - Calico Aster
Viola sororia - Common Blue Violet



Acer negundo - Boxelder

Small to medium tree that tolerates a wide variety of conditions

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 30-60’ high, 1-2.5’ diameter, short trunk, often multi-stemmed.

Leaves: Opposite, pinnately compound with 3-7 leaflets, light green, leaflets 2-4” long, 
coarsely toothed with 1-2 lobes, resembles poison ivy. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are yellow-green in drooping clusters, in spring. Fruit is 
V-shaped, samara 1-1.5” long, in drooping clusters, spinning. 

Wildlife Value: Birds and small mammals eat the seeds, bees feed on nectar. 

Human Value: Wood used to make pulp, sap used to make syrup.

Northern Piedmont Small Stream Floodplain Forest



Betula nigra - River Birch

Small to medium sized tree, often multi-stemmed, thrives in wet conditions.

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: To 70’ high, Trunks narrow and multi-stemmed. 

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 1.5-3.5” long, shiny, dark green, turning yellow in fall. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): FLowers in catkins, fruit upright, barrel-shaped, conelike, to 1.5” 
long, Exfoliating bark is most notable feature. 

Wildlife Value: Excellent food source for wildlife.

Human Value: Striking bark display, good choice for wet conditions. Also tolerates full sun and is 
fast growing. 

Northern Piedmont Small Stream Floodplain Forest



Carya cordiformis - Bitternut Hickory

Tall, slender tree that grows best in moist woodland soils. 

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 50-70’ high, 1-2.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, pinnately compound, 7-10” long, 7-9 long, oval toothed leaflets, 
attractive fall color. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Yellow-green drooping catkin flowers, round, ribbed, bitter 
fruit, bark is thin, tight, and hard. 

Wildlife Value: The bitter nuts are valued by wildlife when other food is not available. 

Human Value: Hard, strong, heavy wood used for furniture and woodworking. 

Northern Piedmont Small Stream Floodplain Forest



Liriodendron tulipifera - Tuliptree

Impressive tall shade tree with spectacular spring flowers and fall foliage

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 90-100’  high, 1-2.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 4-6” long and wide with four pointed lobes and yellow fall color.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are 2-3” tulip-shaped, yellow-green with orange 
edging, fruit is 2.5-3” cone-like cluster of woody, wind-like seeds, bark is thick with 
furrows and ridges. 

Wildlife Value: Sprouts and buds are food for deer, birds and squirrels eat seeds, and 
flowers provide nectar for bees. 

Human Value: Wood is used for lumber, woodworking, and paper. 

Northern Piedmont Small Stream Floodplain Forest



Plantanus occidentalis - American Sycamore

Large deciduous tree with peeling bark exposing creamy white inner bark.

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree

Size and Habit: 80-100’  high, 3-4’ diameter

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 5-8” long and wide, with large-toothed edges and 3-5 major lobes.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Very small flowers in dense round clusters appearing with leaves 
in spring. Fruit is a ball with winged seeds maturing in late fall. Bark is most notable feature. 

Wildlife Value:  Birds eat the seeds. Cavities in old trees used by hole-nesting birds.

Human Value: Attractive tree for large landscapes. Wood used for furniture and woodworking. 

Northern Piedmont Small Stream Floodplain Forest



Ulmus rubra - Slippery Elm

Shade tree with medicinal value that grows best in moist, rich bottomlands

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 60-70’ high, up to 2.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple egg-shaped, 4-6” long and 2-3” wide, double toothed.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are small, light-green, in tight clusters of 3-5” in early spring. 
Fruit is a small seed. Bark is dark reddish brown, deeply furrowed, slippery inside. 

Wildlife Value: Seeds appeal to birds and small mammals, rabbits and deer browse twigs. 

Human Value: Inner bark is valued for medicinal purposes. 

Northern Piedmont Small Stream Floodplain Forest



Quercus palustris - Pin Oak

Popular landscape tree due to fast growth and adaptability

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 50-70’ high, 1-2’  diameter. Lower branches droop, middle branches horizontal. 

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 3-5” long and 2-5” wide with 5-9 pointed lobes, scarlet fall color. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Male flowers in slender drooping yellow-green catkins, female flowers are 
reddish-green on short spikes, appearing in spring. Fruit is ½”, rounded, striped acorn. Smooth gray 
bark with narrow ridges when mature.

Wildlife Value: Acorns eaten by birds and mammals. 

Human Value: Popular landscape tree because of fast growth and tolerance of a wide variety of 
conditions. Keeps leaves through winter. 

Northern Piedmont Small Stream Floodplain Forest

Photo:http://dendro.cnre.vt.edu/dendrology/syllabus/factsheet.cfm?ID=74

http://dendro.cnre.vt.edu/dendrology/syllabus/factsheet.cfm?ID=74


Asimina triloba - Pawpaw

Small tree or shrub that grows in thickets and is notable for fall fruit

Layer/Category:  Understory,; tree or shrub.

Size and Habit: Up to 40’ high, 1’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 5-11’ long, pear shaped.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are purplish-brown, bell-shaped, 1-1.5” across with six 
petals. Fruit is fleshy, edible, 2-4” long, resembling a short banana, green, then yellow.

Wildlife Value: Fruit is eaten by mammals and birds. 

Human Value: Fruit is underappreciated by humans. 
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Carpinus caroliniana - American Hornbeam

Bushy tree with drooping branches and unusual trunk that thrives in wet 
conditions

Layer/Category:  Understory,; tree or shrub.

Size and Habit: 20-30’ high, 12-18”’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 2-4” long, oval, pointed, double-toothed. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Yellow-green 1-2” catkins (male) and smaller, fuzzy catkins 
(female). Fruit is 4-6” cluster of leafy bracts.  Bark is light grey with fluted trunk resembling 
muscles. 

Wildlife Value: Seeds are valued by squirrels and birds. Beavers value for food and building 

materials. 

Human Value: Heavy hard wood used for levers and handles. 
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Lindera benzoin - Spicebush

Shrub notable for spicy scent and early bloom

Layer/Category:  Understory; shrub.

Size and Habit: Up to 15’ tall, often multi-stemmed.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, oval, 3-5” long, edges smooth, spicy odor when crushed, green 
above and paler below.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small yellow flowers in clusters in early spring, Fruit is 
berry-like, bright red in fall. 

Wildlife Value:  Caterpillars of the spicebush swallowtail butterfly feed on the leaves. 

Human Value: Attractive shrub for woodland locations. 
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Viburnum prunifolium - Blackhaw Viburnum

Stout, adaptable shrub found in woodland areas

Layer/Category:  Understory; shrub.

Size and Habit: To 20’ tall, 6-12’ wide with twisted trunk and stiff, arching branches. 

Leaves: Opposite, simple, elliptical, 1-3” long, finely toothed edges, dark green above, leaf stems and 
edges sometimes reddish. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small, white, 5-petaled flowers Yellow-green drooping catkin flowers, 
round, ribbed, bitter fruit, bark is thin, tight, and hard. 

Wildlife Value: Source of food for various wildlife and birds. 

Human Value: Small specimen shrub for native garden. 
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Carex amphibola - Creek Sedge

Long-lived native perennial grass, substitute for Liriope 

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: 8-12” tall and wide, semi-evergreen clump-former, prefers shade or even 
floodplain conditions. 

Leaves: Alternate, linear, glabrous leaves, shiny narrow green foliage ⅛” wide and up to 12” long. 

Wildlife Value: Attracts butterflies, larval food for some skippers, seeds eaten by turtles.

Human Value: Excellent ground cover for native woodland gardens or as slope stabilizer.
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Carex radiata - Eastern Star Sedge

Evergreen native perennial sedge for moist, mesic conditions

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit:  1-2’ tall and wide, forms dense tufts of foliage.

Leaves: Alternate, linear, glabrous leaves, shiny narrow green foliage ⅛” wide and 12” long. 

Flowers: Flower stems rise above the foliage clump in spring to 20-28” tall. Most culms are topped 
by an open, elongate, yellowish-green, terminal inflorescence (to 1-3” long) consisting of 3-8 flower 
spikelets. 

Wildlife Value: Seeds enjoyed by birds. 

Human Value: An adaptable groundcover for gardens with, dappled sunlight to medium shade, moist 
to mesic conditions, and a rich loamy soil with abundant organic matter. 
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Carex blanda - Common Wood Sedge

Evergreen native perennial sedge for moist, mesic conditions

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit:  2’ tall and wide, forms dense tufts of foliage.

Leaves: Evergreen, linear, up to 8” long and  1/4” wide.  

Flowers: Interesting green flower spikes displayed above the leaves in late spring. 

Wildlife Value: Seeds enjoyed by birds. 

Human Value: A useful groundcover for a woodland garden  and  effective with spring wildflowers. 
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Arisaema triphyllum - Jack in the Pulpit

Erect perennial with striking pulpit-like spathe that thrives in moist forests 

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: Erect perennial 1-2’ tall with 1-2 leaves, each with 3 leaflets. 

Leaves: Two large green, compound, long-petioled leaves (1-1.5' long), divided into three leaflets 
each, emanate upward from a single stalk and provide umbrella-like shade to the flower.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Unusually-shaped male or female flowers in mid-spring. Plant becomes 
dormant in midsummer but produces clusters of bright red fruit in fall. 

Wildlife Value: Birds consume the pulp and disperse the seed. 

Human Value: Useful and striking woodland garden plant. 
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Elymus virginicus - Virginia Wild Rye

Deer resistant cool season grass good for erosion control

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit:  2-3’ tall.

Leaves: Green to silvery blue foliage, often with a waxy appearance.  

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  3-6" long spikelets in late spring and early summer.

Wildlife Value: Larval host for most branded skippers and satyrs, also used by birds and small 
mammals for seed and forage for nesting material.
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Circaea lutetiana canadensis - Enchanter’s 
Nightshade
Woodland herbaceous perennial that thrives in moist shade 

Layer/Category:  Ground;  herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 0.75-2' tall and unbranched or little branched.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, up to 5" long and 3" across, rounded and slightly notched at base. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small white flowers bloom in summer for about a month and consist 
of 2 white petals divided into two lobes, 2 green sepals, 2 stamens, and a slender style. Each 
flower is replaced by a small bur-like fruit.

Wildlife Value: The nectar and pollen of the flowers attract bees. Birds and mammals help to 
distribute the seeds. Deer occasionally browse on the foliage.
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Claytonia virginica - Spring Beauty
Low growing spring ephemeral with bright, early spring flowers 

Layer/Category:  Ground;  herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 0.05-0.75' tall and wide.

Leaves: Narrow, linear, grass-like, dark green leaves continue to grow after bloom and may 
eventually reach 9-12” tall before the plants go dormant.

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Clusters of star-like, five-petaled, white to light pink flowers (to ¾” 
wide) in April with pink veins and pink anthers.

Wildlife Value: Corms are eaten by wildlife. 

Human value: Small, potato-like, underground tubers (corms) are edible (chestnut-like flavor) 
and were consumed by native Americans.
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Erythronium americanum - Yellow Trout Lily

Low growing spring ephemeral with bright, early spring flowers 

Layer/Category:  Ground;  herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit:  3-6” tall and 1-2” wide. 

Leaves: Straplike leaves in basal clusters, leaves dormant by midsummer. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Nodding yellow flowers on stalks above the straplike foliage in 
early spring. 

Wildlife Value: Bulbs are eaten by wildlife. 

Human value: Highly attractive harbinger of early spring for woodland gardens. 
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Polygonum virginianum - Virginia Knotweed
Native accent plant with white flowers for woodland gardens

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 2’ tall and wide.

Leaves: Broad, oval leaves with pointed tips. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Tiny white or red  flowers with four petal-like  sepals on long racemes 
in summer. Leaves may have chevron pattern -- usually seen with red flowers. 

Wildlife Value: Attracts butterflies. 

Human value: Nice accent plant in a woodland garden, spreads rapidly. Also called Jumpseed or 
Persicaria virginiana.
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Symphyotrichum lateriflorum - Calico Aster
Profuse fall blooming perennial for sunny locations 

Layer/Category:  Ground, herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 1-3’ tall and wide.

Leaves: Alternate,  mostly smooth, up to 4” long and ½" across, becoming smaller as they ascend the 
stems, lanceolate, oblanceolate, or elliptic, and linear near the flowerheads. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Panicles of flowerheads up to 10" long and 6" across. Each flowerhead 
has numerous small disk florets that are surrounded by about 8-12 ray florets. 

Wildlife Value: Nectar tubes attract a wide variety of insects, particularly in sunny areas.

Human value: Attractive in woodland areas, where it has a delicate appearance. 
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Viola sororia - Common Blue Violet
Small-scale native groundcover for all conditions 

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 0.5 - 0.75’ high and wide.

Leaves: Downy, basal, wide-heart-shaped leaves.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Large blue-violet flowers (sometimes white with purple veining). 
Each flower rests atop its own leafless stalk. Blooms in early spring and sometimes 
intermittently into late summer.

 Wildlife Value: Nectar tubes attract a wide variety of insects, particularly in sunny areas.

Human value: Good small scale native groundcover. Self seeds. 
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      Northeastern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Oak-Beech/Heath Forest

Community Description: This plant community is a  mixed forest of beech and 

oaks in the Inner Coastal Plain or Piedmont and typically occurs on steep north-facing 
slopes with acid soil conditions. Often situated along ravines and sometimes on elevated 
swamp islands with sandy, oligotropic soils. These sites typically feature a dense tree 
canopy layer, a loose evergreen understory with abundant heath materials and saplings, 
and a dense ground cover notable for its thick layer of leaf material and rock with some 
herb cover. 

Plant Associations: The canopy layer is typically dominated by oak species and 

American Beech. The understory and shrub layer typically feature evergreen shrubs and 
young saplings, including Black Gum, Mountain Laurel, and American Holly. The ground  
layer is very sparse, populated only by Blueberry, Black Huckleberry, and tiny saplings of 
the canopy and understory layers and few . herbaceous species. 

Landscape Design Applications: This plant community is relevant to residential 

landscapes that exist on drier, acidic sites that have experienced disturbance from 
development or clear-cutting. 



Northeastern Coastal Plain - Piedmont Oak-Beech/Heath Forest
Plant Associations by Layer 

Canopy Layer
Carya cordiformis - Bitternut Hickory
Fagus grandifolia - American Beech
Liquidambar styraciflua - American Sweetgum
Liriodendron tulipifera - Tuliptree
Quercus prinus - Chestnut Oak
Quercus alba - White Oak
Quercus velutina - Black Oak
Quercus coccinea - Scarlet Oak

Understory/Shrub Layer
Acer rubrum - Red Maple
Amelanchier arborea - Serviceberry
Cornus florida - Flowering Dogwood
Gaylussacia baccata - Black Huckleberry

Hamamelis virginiana - Witch Hazel
Ilex opaca - American Holly
Kalmia latifolia - Mountain Laurel
Nyssa sylvatica - Black Gum
Sassafras albidum - Sassafras
Rhododendron periclymenoides - Pinxter Flower
Viburnum acerifolium - Mapleleaf Viburnum
Vaccinium corymbosum - Highbush Blueberry

Ground Layer
Maianthemum racemosum - False Solomon's Seal
Medeola virginiana - Indian Cucumber
Mitchella repens - Partridgeberry
Parthenocissus quinquefolia - Virginia Creeper
Polystichum acrostichoides - Christmas Fern



Carya cordiformis - Bitternut Hickory

Tall, slender tree that grows best in moist woodland soils. 

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 50-70’ high, 1-2.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, pinnately compound, 7-10” long, 7-9 long, oval toothed leaflets. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Yellow-green drooping catkin flowers, round, ribbed, bitter 
fruit, bark is thin, tight, and hard. 

Wildlife Value: The bitter nuts are valued by wildlife when other food is not available. 

Human Value: Hard, strong, heavy wood used for furniture and woodworking. 

Piedmont Oak-Beech/Heath Forest



Piedmont Oak-Beech/Heath Forest

Fagus grandifolia - American Beech

Tall shade tree with broad trunk and leaves that stay through winter

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 60-80’ high, 2-3’ diameter; thick trunk, round crown.

Leaves: Alternate,simple, 2-6” oblong and oval to pointed with teeth, bright yellow in fall and 
hanging on tree through winter.

Features: Flowers hang from slender stalks, nuts are borne on prickly burs.

Wildlife Value: The nuts are highly valued by birds and mammals.

Human Value: Excellent shade tree. Wood used for lumber, flooring, furniture. 
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Liquidambar styraciflua - Sweetgum

Tall shade tree with star-shaped leaves

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 60-90’ high, 2-3’ diameter; straight  trunk, pyramid  crown.

Leaves: Alternate,simple, 4-6” long and wide, star-shaped with 5 pointed lobes and finely saw toothed 
edges, fall color red, purple, gold.

Features: Flowers are small, bright yellow tinged with red, in ball like clusters in spring. Fruit is 1-1.5” 
pricly ball composed of many beaded capsules becoming brown and woody. 

Wildlife Value: Birds and mammals eat the seeds.

Human Value: Sap was once used for chewing gum. Spiny fruit can be messy. 



Liriodendron tulipifera - Tuliptree

Impressive tall shade tree with spectacular flowers and fall foliage

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 90-100’  high, 1-2.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 4-6” long and wide with four pointed lobes and yellow fall color.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are 2-3” tulip-shaped, yellow-green with orange edging, fruit 
is 2.5-3” cone-like cluster of woody, wind-like seeds, bark is thick with furrows and ridges. 

Wildlife Value: Sprouts and buds are food for deer, birds and squirrels eat seeds, and flowers 
provide nectar for bees. 

Human Value: Wood is used for lumber, woodworking, and paper. 
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Quercus prinus - Chestnut Oak

Impressive tall shade tree for larger landscapes

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 50-70’  high, 2-3’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 4-8” long, roughly oval, wider near tip with edges with rounded teeth. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Males yellow-green, in 2-4” catkins, females reddish, in spikes, appear 
before leaves. Fruit is shiny oval acorn. 

Wildlife Value: Acorns are eaten by wildlife. 

Human Value: Wood is used for lumber, woodworking, and paper. 
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Quercus alba  - White Oak

Impressive shade and ornamental tree for large landscapes. 

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 80-100’  high, 3-4’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 4-7” long with 7-10 rounded lobes.

Features: Acorns light brown with cap, flowers indistinguishable; shaggy bark is identifying feature.

Wildlife Value: The acorns are food for a wide variety of wildlife.

Human Value: Light brown wood used for woodworking and flooring. 
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Quercus velutina - Black Oak
Large shade tree for larger landscapes

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 50-80’ high, 1-2.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple,, 4-10” long, 7-9 long, oval with 5-7 pointed lobes, shiny 
green above, fall color dull red.  

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Male flowers on slender, yellow-green catkins, female 
flowers reddish green on short spikes, in spring. Fruit is acorn. 

Wildlife Value: Acorns are valued by wildlife. 

Human Value: Wood is valued for flooring and furniture. Bark one a source of tannin and 
dye. 
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Quercus coccinea - Scarlet Oak
Large shade tree with brilliant fall color for larger landscapes 

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 60-80’ high, 1-2’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple,, 4-7” long, 3-5”  long,  5-9  pointed lobes deeply separated by wide 
sinuses, scarlet fall color. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Males on slender, yellow-green catkins, females reddish green on 
short spikes, in spring. Fruit is acorn. 

Wildlife Value: Acorns are valued by wildlife. 

Human Value: Wood is valued for flooring and furniture. 
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Acer rubrum - Red Maple

Popular shade and ornamental tree with brilliant fall color

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: To 90’ high, 2.5’  diameter.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, 2-6” long with 3-5 lobes and coarsely toothed edges, green above and 
whitish below, leaf stem usually red, brilliant red fall color.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small, bright red hanging clusters in early spring. Fruit is paired, winged, 
reddish and V-shaped on long drooping stems in late spring and early summer. 

Wildlife Value: Fruit and buds are food source for squirrels, birds and mice eat the seeds. 

Human Value: Wood is valued for furniture.Valued ornamental landscape tree. 
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Amelanchier arborea - Serviceberry

Popular ornamental small tree with early flowers and edible berries 

Layer/Category:  Understory, small tree.

Size and Habit: To 40’ high, 1’  diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, oval, 1.5-3” long, finely toothed along edges. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Showy white flowers in early spring, each with 5 half-inch petals, in 
elongated drooping bunches. Fruit is red-purple, round, sweet berries in early to mid summer. 

Wildlife Value: Many birds and mammals eat the berries. Early flowers provide nectar for bees and other 
insects. 

Human Value: Early flowers, wildlife benefits, and adaptability make this a very appealing landscape 
plant. 
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Cornus florida - Flowering Dogwood

Attractive ornamental tree with spring flowers,, state tree and flower of Virginia

Layer/Category:   Understory; small tree or shrub.

Size and Habit: 20-30’ tall, 6-8” diameter; spreading, uplifting branches.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, 3-5” long, edges smooth or wavy, veins curve parallel to leaf edges.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small flowers clustered and surrounded by four large, white petal-like 
bracts, 2” in diameter; Fruit is shiny, bright red, oval, berry-like in clusters in fall. 

Wildlife Value: Fruit is eaten by many species of birds and mammals. Deer and rabbits browse 
foliage. 

Human Value: Valued for its aesthetic qualities.
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Gaylussacia baccata - Black Huckleberry

Small native shrub, often growing in colonies in dry upland acidic forests

Layer/Category:   Understory;  shrub.

Size and Habit:  To 4’ tall. 

Leaves: Alternate, simple, elliptical, 1-1.5” long, edges with tiny hairs, bright green above. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  White to pink, ½” bell-shaped with 5 lobes, in small clusters in 
spring. Fruit is shiny, blue-black round berry-like, edible. 

Wildlife Value: Huckleberries are an important food source for wildlife. 

Human Value: Berries are edible by humans as well. 
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Hamamelis virginiana - Witch Hazel

Small native shrub or tree, notable for winter flowers

 Layer/Category:   Understory; shrub.

Size and Habit:  To 20’ tall. 

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 3-6” long, broadly oval with an uneven base, edges wavy, dark 
green above and paler beneath, stems fuzzy. Leaves yellow in fall. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Bright yellow, with 4 slender petals, spidery appearance, in 
October - December. Fruit is a woody brown capsule, ½” long, in late summer.

Wildlife Value: Huckleberries are an important food source for wildlife. 

Human Value: Very attractive winter bloomer, extract is used to make a skin care product. 
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Ilex opaca - American Holly

Small to medium sized evergreen tree with bright red berries 

 Layer/Category:   Understory; shrub.

Size and Habit:  Up to 40’ tall and 1-2’ diameter. 

Leaves: Alternate, simple, evergreen, leathery, glossy, 2-4” long with widely spaced spines along the 
edges. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Dull green-white in late spring, makes in clusters, females single. Fruit 
on female trees, bright red round, berry-like drupes in fall and winter. 

Wildlife Value: Berries are food for many forms of wildlife.  

Human Value: Very popular ornamental tree, foliage and berries used for holiday decorations. 
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Kalmia latifolia - Mountain Laurel

Shrub or small tree with spectacular spring flowers, thrives in moist forests

 Layer/Category:   Understory; shrub.

Size and Habit:  Up to 25’’ tall, twisted stems, large shrub or small tree, forms in thickets.. 

Leaves: Evergreen, alternate, simple, elliptical, 2-5” long, edges smooth with pointed tip, shiny/waxy 
green above. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  White to pink with purple markings, 1” across, petals forming a bowl, in 
showy clusters 3-6” across in spring. Fruit is open clusters of round, brown capsules maturing in fall. 

Wildlife Value: Provides cover for wildlife but limited value as food plant due to  toxic compounds.

Human Value: Valued for ornamental qualities, flowers, evergreen foliage. 
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Nyssa sylvatica - Blackgum

Medium tree with horizontal limbs and brilliant fall color

Layer/Category:   Understory, tree.

Size and Habit:  40-60’’ tall, 1-2’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 2-5” long, oval with pointed tip, smooth-edged, scarlet in fall. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Light green, not showy, in clusters hanging from slender stalks. Fruit is 
round, dark blue, berry-like, on stalks. Fall foliage. 

Wildlife Value: Many species of birds and wildlife eat the fruit, bees use the nectar to make honey. 

Human Value: Valued as ornamental landscape tree, wood valued for woodworking. 
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Sassafras albidum - Sassafras

Small tree with irregular trunk and mitten shaped leaves

Layer/Category:   Understory; tree.

Size and Habit:  20-40’’ tall, 1-1.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 4-6” long, with smooth edges and three distinct leaf forms: oval, mitten, and 3 
lobed, fall color yellow. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Small but showy bright yellow-green clustered along 2” stalks, in spring. 
Fruit on female trees only, shiny, dark blue egg-shaped, berry like held in red cup on upright red stalk in 
late summer. 

Wildlife Value: Many species of birds and wildlife eat the fruit.

Human Value: Has medicinal value, used to make tea and root beer. 
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Rhododendron periclymenoides - Pinxter Flower

Native shrub with spectacular spring flowers

Layer/Category:   Understory; shrub.

Size and Habit: Up to 6’ tall, often shorter, with crooked, leggy stems and foliage on upper parts. 

Leaves: Alternate, tightly clustered at twig tips and appearing whorled, simple, oval, 1-3” long, edges 
smooth with tiny hairs. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Very showy flowers, light pink to violet, 1.5” inches across and long, in 
large clusters in spring. Fruit is an oblong capsule with hairs in late summer. 

Wildlife Value: Nectar source for butterflies.

Human Value: Valued for ornamental qualities and wildlife benefits. 
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Viburnum acerifolium - Mapleleaf Viburnum

Low deciduous shrub with maple-like leaves and spring flowers

Layer/Category:   Understory, shrub.

Size and Habit: 3-6’ tall, forming dense clumps. 

Leaves: Opposite, simple, 3-lobed maple-like leaves with coarsely toothed margins. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Numerous small white flowers in showy flat-topped clusters held well 
above the leaves. Fruit is fleshy purple-black when ripe in fall. 

Wildlife Value: Provides good cover and nesting sites, nectar for butterflies and food for other wildlife 
in fall. 

Human Value: Valued ornamental qualities and well suited for shaded woodland gardens. 
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Vaccinium corymbosum - Highbush Blueberry

Attractive deciduous landscape shrub that bears attractive and edible fruit. 

Layer/Category:  Understory, shrub.

Size and Habit: Multi-stemmed medium to large deciduous shrub that naturally occurs on heath balds, 
mountain bogs, and open forests at higher elevations. Sometimes forms thickets. 

Leaves: Alternate, simple, elliptical leaves, 1-3 inches long. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are greenish, white or pink with 4-5 petals fused onto a bell shape, in 
spring. Fruit is round berry, blue, black, red, or greenish in mid to late summer, generally edible. 

Wildlife Value: Blueberry fruits are an important food for many species of birds, bears, and small 
mammals. Insects, particularly bees, required for successful pollination.

Human Value: Valued for its edible blueberry fruit. 
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Maianthemum racemosum - False Solomon's Seal

Herbaceous perennial with arching stems that thrives in moist forests. 

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: 1-3’ tall with erect, arching unbranched stems.

Leaves: Alternate in two rows, sessile, elliptic, 4-6” long with conspicuous parallel veins. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Numerous tiny white flowers in lacy terminal clusters at top of stem in April - 
June followed by fruit in June-September.  

Wildlife Value: Deer graze the foliage and birds and small mammals eat the fruits. 

Human Value: Adds interest to woodland gardens. 
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Medeola virginiana - Indian Cucumber

Erect herbaceous perennial with edible rhizomes that taste like cucumber 

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: 12-20” tall with second whorl of three smaller leaves. 

Leaves: Whorled, two levels, five in the lower and three in the upper whorl. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Yellowish green flowers hang below the upper whorl of leaves. 
Fruit is a round, dark purple-black berry. 

Wildlife Value: Little has been documented. 

Human Value: Native Americans ate the cucumber-like fruit. 
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Mitchella repens - Partridgeberry

Evergreen ground cover with shiny leaves and red fruit

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: Creeping stems forming dense patches in shady habitats. 

Leaves: Evergreen, opposite, simple, glossy, ovate to cordate with pale yellow midrib. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Small, trumpet-shaped, axillary flowers are produced in pairs with 
four white petals, Fruit, not abundant, is a red drupe containing up to eight seeds, and ripens 
between July and October, 

Wildlife value: Butterflies and other insects are attracted to the nectar. Other wildlife eat the 
berries and disperse the seeds. 

Human Value: Excellent groundcover for woodland gardens.
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Parthenocissus quinquefolia - Virginia Creeper

Native vine with attractive fall color

Layer/Category:  Ground; vine.

Size and Habit: Grows to 50+ feet, clings by adhesive disks at end of tendrils.

Leaves: Alternate palmately compound with five leaflets up to 4” long, glossy, dark green, turning 
bright red/purple in fall.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers greenish-white in clusters, fruit is round, ¼
 In diameter, bluish black. 

Wildlife Value: Birds and mammals eat the fruit. Host for sphinx moth.

Human Value: Useful as an attractive cover plant for walls, trellises. 
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Polystichum acrostichoides - Christmas Fern

Attractive evergreen fern that thrives in moist to dry soil

Layer/Category:  Ground;  fern.

Size and Habit: 12-24” tall with dark green evergreen leathery fronds. 

Leaves: Pinnate fronds that form from a stout rhizome in circular, arching clumps. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): In spring, new fronds appear in upright position, eventually becoming 
horizontal fronds by fall. 

Wildlife Value: Deer, rabbits, other mammals, and box turtles eat the fronds to varying degrees, 
chickadees use fronds to build nests. 

Human Value: Easy to grow, fronds used as holiday greenery during the Christmas season. 

Piedmont Oak-Beech/Heath Forest



Piedmont Little Bluestem Patch Prairie

Community Description:  By definition, prairies are large stretches of flat grassland 

with moderate temperatures, moderate rainfall, and few trees.  Historically, prairies have 
been excellent sites for the development of agriculture. Prairies provide rare native habitat 
for birds, butterflies, reptiles, insects, and other small wildlife. Prairie root systems are 
drought tolerant, hold soils in place, and absorb water. 

Plant Associations: Prairies are composed of plants that are seldom found in other 

habitats. The canopy layer, fairly sparse and existing primarily on the parameters of the 
prairie, may be dominated by native pine, red maple, persimmon, and black cherry. The 
understory and shrub layer may feature redbud, sumac, and blueberry.  The ground  layer 
is dominated by prairie grasses, including bluestem and indiangrass, with  a wide variety of 
native wildflowers.

Landscape Design Applications: The prairie plant communities are particularly 

valuable for residential landscape situations suitable for meadow development, including 
those that involve a sparse or nonexistent canopy layer. 



Piedmont Little Bluestem Patch Prairie
Plant Associations by Layer 

Canopy Layer
Fraxinus americana - White Ash
Juniperus virginiana  - Eastern Red Cedar
Pinus virginiana - Virginia Pine
Diospyros virginiana - Persimmon
Acer rubrum - Red Maple

Understory/Shrub Layer
Cercis canadensis - Redbud
Rhus copallinum - Winged Sumac
Vaccinium corymbosum - Highbush Blueberry

Grasses
Carex bushii - Bush’s Sedge
Schizachyrium scoparium var. scoparium - Little Bluestem
Sorghastrum nutans - Indian Grass

Ground Layer
Chamaecrista fasciculata var. fasciculata - Partridge Pea
Desmodium nudiflorum - Naked Flowered Tick Trefoil
Eupatorium hyssopifolium - Hyssop-Leaf Throughwort
Eupatorium pilosum - Rough Boneset
Euphorbia corollata - Flowering Spurge
Hypericum prolificum - Shrubby St. John’s Wort
Lespedeza virginica - Slender Bush Clover
Liatris squarrosa  - Scaly Blazing Star
Packera anonyma - Small’s Ragwort
Pycnanthemum tenuifolium - Mountain Mint
Rudbeckia fulgida - Black Eyed Susan
Solidago juncea - Early Goldenrod
Symphyotrichum lateriflorum - Calico Aster
Veronica glauca  - Upland Ironweed



Piedmont Little Bluestem Patch Prairie

Fraxinus americana - White Ash

Tall shade tree with straight trunk that grows best in moist conditions.

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 70-80’ high, 2’ diameter.

Leaves: Opposite, pinnately compound, 8-12’ long, with 7 oval to lance shaped leaflets.

Features: Flowers in clusters, 1-2” single, flattened fruit with rounded seed cavity.

Wildlife Value: The seeds are highly valued by birds and mammals, beavers and rabbits eat the 
bark.

Human Value: Tough wood used for woodworking. 

Photo:http://amc-nh.org/resources/guides/trees/species-gallery.php?Species=Fraxinus%20americana

http://amc-nh.org/resources/guides/trees/species-gallery.php?Species=Fraxinus%20americana


Juniperus virginiana  - Eastern Red Cedar

Attractive evergreen tree valued for wood and berries. 

Layer/Category:  Canopy, tree.

Size and Habit: 40 to 60 feet in height and 1-2 feet in diameter. Dense, compact, column-like 
crown with short, slender branches. 

Leaves: Fragrant needles 1/16 inch long, shiny, dark green, and scale-like, pressed close to form 
4-sided twigs, young needles up to ⅜ inches long, pointed and prickly. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers come in male and female forms on separate trees, females are 
light blue-green, males are smaller and yellow-brown. Fruit is on female trees only, round, fleshy 
and berry-like, turning blue when ripe with a waxy coating. 

Wildlife Value: Berries are a favorite food of many birds and deer use its foliage as an emergency 
winter food source. Dense foliage provides shelter for birds. 

Human Value: Wood is highly valued. 
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Pinus virginiana - Virginia Pine

Scrubby evergreen pine tree with wildlife value and tolerance for poor soil

Layer/Category:  Canopy, tree.

Size and Habit: 50 - 80 feet high and 12-14 inches  wide.

Leaves: Needles are 1.5 - 3 inches long, in bundles of two, thick, yellow-green and twisted.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are yellow,near branch tips with curved prickle. Cones are dark 
reddish-brown and egg-shaped, 1.5 - 3 inches long. 

Wildlife Value: Small songbirds eat the seeds and roost in the needles. Woodpeckers nest in 
decayed old trees. 

Human Value: Lumber used for rough construction but is weak and warps easily. 
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Diospyros virginiana - Persimmon

Small to medium sized tree with edible fruit and attractive bark

Layer/Category:  Canopy, tree. 

Size and Habit: 20-60 feet high and 1-2 feet wide.

Leaves/Bark: Alternate, simple, oblong to oval, 2-5 inches long, edges smooth, shiny green above 
and paler underneath. Bark is unique when mature, resembling stacked charcoal briquettes. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Fruit is plum-like berry green turning organe to deep red-purple when 
ripe, up to 2 inches in diameter, edible when ripe. Flowers are white to greenish white, males and 
females, in late spring and early summer. 

Wildlife Value: Fruit is valued by opossums, raccoons, skunks, foxes, and many birds. 

Human Value: Wood is very hard and used for golf club heads and other items that require shock 
resistance. 
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Acer rubrum - Red Maple

Popular shade and ornamental tree with brilliant fall color

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: To 90’ high, 2.5’  diameter.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, 2-6” long with 3-5 lobes and coarsely toothed edges, green above and 
whitish below, leaf stem usually red, brilliant red fall color.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small, bright red hanging clusters in early spring. Fruit is paired, winged, 
reddish and V-shaped on long drooping stems in late spring and early summer. 

Wildlife Value: Fruit and buds are food source for squirrels, birds and mice eat the seeds. 

Human Value: Wood is valued for furniture.Valued ornamental landscape tree. 
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Cercis canadensis - Redbud

Small tree with gorgeous purple spring flowers and fruit pods in summer

Layer/Category:  Understory; tree.

Size and Habit: 15 - 30 feet high and 6-10 inches in diameter.  Thick, spreading branches and 
often twisted trunk. Bark ridged and furrowed when mature.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, heart-shaped, 3 - 5 inches long and wide. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Bright pink to purple flowers in clusters along branches in early spring; 
oblong, flat pods 2-4 inches long in summer. 

Wildlife Value: Seeds are food source for small mammals and birds. 

Human Value: Wood has little commercial value but highly valued ornamental landscape tree. 
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Rhus copallinum - Winged Sumac

Deciduous shrub or small tree notable for yellow flowers and red fruit

Layer/Category:  Understory, small tree or shrub.

Size and Habit: Small tree or shrub, forms thickets from root sprouts, exists in dry woods, forest 
edges, fields, and roadsides. 

Leaves: Alternate, pinnately compound leaves with a winged stalk, shiny green above, turning 
scarlet in fall. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Terminal yellow flower clusters in summer and dark red fruit in late 
summer and fall. 

Wildlife Value: Thickets provide cover for wildlife and fruits are an important food source. 

Human Value: Crushed fruits can be mixed with sugar to make lemonade.
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Vaccinium corymbosum - Highbush Blueberry

Attractive deciduous landscape shrub that bears edible fruit. 

Layer/Category:  Understory, shrub.

Size and Habit: Multi-stemmed medium to large deciduous shrub that naturally occurs on heath 
balds, mountain bogs, and open forests at higher elevations. Sometimes forms thickets. 

Leaves: Alternate, simple, elliptical leaves, 1-3 inches long. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are greenish, white or pink with 4-5 petals fused onto a bell 
shape, in spring. Fruit is round berry, blue, black, red, or greenish in mid to late summer, generally 
edible. 

Wildlife Value: Blueberry fruits are an important food for many species of birds, bears, and small 
mammals. Insects, particularly bees, required for successful pollination.

Human Value: Valued for its edible blueberry fruit. 

Piedmont Little Bluestem Patch Prairie

Photo: http://www.carolinanature.com/trees/vafu.html



Carex bushii - Bush’s Sedge

Perennial sedge that grows in a loose clump, native to meadows and fields

Layer/Category:  Ground, grass.

Size and Habit: 1 - 3 feet high and 1 - 2 feet wide. 

Leaves: Narrow, grass-like, mostly-basal, medium green leaves (12" long and 1/2" wide).

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers bloom in late spring in spikes on rough, sparsely-hairy, 
triangular stems, followed by tiny fruits. 

Wildlife Value: Attracts birds and native bees. 

Human Value: Valued as ground cover grown in mass. 

Piedmont Little Bluestem Patch Prairie

Photo: https://www.inaturalist.org/observations/785716



Schizachyrium scoparium - Little Bluestem

Drought tolerant upright clump forming grass with fall color and winter interest

Layer/Category:  Ground;  grass.

Size and Habit: 2 - 4 feet high and 2 - 3 feet wide, clumping warm season grass with upright form.

Leaves: Narrow upright leaves may have blue cast and turn tawny red in autumn and retain interest 
through winter. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Silvery-white seed tufts develop along the stem in fall. 

Wildlife Value: Important source of foliage for wild animals. Host plant for Ottoe Skipper, Indian Skipper, 
Crossline Skipper, Dusted Skipper, Dixie Skipper; and Cobweb Butterfly

Human Value, Maintenance Notes: Grass with year-round interest, cut to the ground in spring before 
new growth emerges. 
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Sorghastrum nutans - Indian Grass

Drought tolerant tall prairie grass with year round interest

Layer/Category:  Ground; grass.

Size and Habit: 3 - 5 feet high and 1 - 2 feet wide, warm season native prairie tall grass noted for 
upright form and blue-green foliage. 

Leaves: Slender, blue-green leaves turn orange-yellow in fall retaining hints of color into the winter. 
Panicles in fall, fading to gray. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Striking golden flowering plumes in late summer to 5-6' tall. 

Wildlife Value: Birds and small mammals consume the seeds.

Human Value, Maintenance Notes: Cut back to the ground in late winter to early spring just before the 
new growth appears.
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Chamaecrista fasciculata var. fasciculata - 
Partridge Pea

Attractive annual flowering prairie plant with yellow flowers

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit:  To 2 feet tall, branching occasionally, erect when small. 

Leaves: Alternate compound leaves medium to dark green with up to 20 leaflets.  

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Bright yellow flowers in summer to fall appear along major stems about 
1 inch across with open, irregular shape and 5 rounded petals that vary in size. 

Wildlife Value: Valuable to a wide variety of insects and birds. 

Human Value: Unusual and attractive flowering prairie plant. 
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Desmodium nudiflorum - Naked Flowered Tick 
Trefoil

Smooth upright perennial with slender, arching flowering stem

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit: Up to 3 feet tall with trifoliate leaves clustered at the tip, occurs in moist to dry 
forests. 

Leaves: Trifoliate leaves clustered at the tips, leaflets broadly ovate, about 3 inches long. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Rose-purple, pea-like flowers in a loose raceme in July - August, fruit a 
flattened pod in late summer and fall. 

Wildlife Value: Birds and fowl eat the seeds. 

Human Value: Native Americans chewed on the roots for inflamed gums. 
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Eupatorium hyssopifolium - Hyssop-Leaf 
Thoroughwort

Underused tall perennial with clouds of white flowers 

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit: 2-3 feet high and 1-2 feet wide.

Leaves: Very narrow leaves whorled around the stem creating appearance of a finely textured plant.  

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Clouds of tiny white flowers appear from late summer into fall, borne on 
top of the tall stems.  

Wildlife Value: Attracts a myriad of pollinators and other insects. 

Human Value, Maintenance Notes: Extremely attractive blowing in the wind with grasses and 
perennials, winter interest, cut down in early spring. 
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Eupatorium pilosum - Rough Boneset

Perennial herb with white flowers and wildlife value

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit: 3 - 5 feet tall. 

Leaves: Leaves opposite, larger leaves oblong, bluntish, 3-12 coarse teeth on each margin, upper 
leaves nearly entire. 

 Features (Flowers, Fruit):  White flowers in broad, branching clusters in late summer. 

Wildlife Value: Attracts a myriad of insects and pollinators. 

Human Value, Maintenance Notes: Unusual and attractive perennial herb, winter interest, cut down 
in late winter. 
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Euphorbia corollata - Flowering Spurge

Attractive perennial sometimes called native baby’s breath

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit: Up to 3 feet tall. 

Leaves: Leaves are alternate, simple, linear-oblong to oblong, becomes an attractive red in fall. .

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers have yellow centers ringed by five white petals with a touch of 
green through summer. 

Wildlife Value: Attracts butterflies and pollinators. 

Human Value: Valuable and underutilized native perennial. 
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Hypericum prolificum - Shrubby St. John’s Wort 

Attractive evergreen fern that thrives in moist to dry soil

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb or small shrub.

Size and Habit: Up to 5 feet tall, 3-4 feet wide, rounded shrub form. 

Leaves: Opposite, to 3 inches long and ¾ inch across, linear-oblong to oblong-elliptic, smooth along 
margins, upper surfaces medium green, paler beneath. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Clusters of 3-7 bright yellow flowers in summer followed by seed 
capsules. 

Wildlife Value: Bee magnet and host to numerous caterpillars. 

Human Value, Maintenance Notes: Useful and attractive small shrub, can be shaped and pruned. 
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Lespedeza virginica - Slender Bush Clover

Delicate meadow perennial with purple flowers, valued by bees and butterflies 

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit: Sparsely branched perennial up to 2.5 feet tall, common in meadows and dry forests. 

Leaves: Alternate compound oblong leaves are trifoliate with slender short primary petioles and leaflets 
up to 1.5 inches long and ½ inch wide.  

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Rose pink to lavender flowers in crowded heads in upper portions of stems, 
about ¼ inch across with pea-like structure.  

Wildlife Value: Magnet for bees and butterflies. 

Human Value: Valuable and underutilized native perennial. 
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Liatris squarrosa  - Scaly Blazing Star

Showy drought tolerant tall perennial with attractive lavender spike flowers

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit: 1 - 2 feet tall and wide, occur in dry prairies, sunny bluffs, rock outcroppings.  

Leaves: Linear and wide spreading, blades medium green with glabrous or pubescent surface, becoming 
progressively smaller as the stalk rises. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Stems terminate in a single flower head or loose spiky inflorescence, heads 
consist of 15-45 orchid colored disc florets with curly exerted styles. 

Wildlife Value: Magnet to bees, butterflies. 

Human Value: Underutilized and attractive native perennial with wildlife value. 
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Packera anonyma - Small’s Ragwort

Mounding perennial groundcover with bright and profuse yellow flowers

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit: 1 - 2 feet tall and wide, upright, mostly unbranched perennial wildflower. 

Leaves: Semi-evergreen and mostly basal 2-6 inches long and up to 1.5 inches wide, blades toothed 
with long petioles, narrowly elliptical or lanced shaped.  

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Clusters of golden-yellow daisies rise above the foliage on sturdy stems, with 
daisy-like heads and a central cone consisting of many daisy florets in spring. 

Wildlife Value: Attractive to many insects and pollinators. 

Human Value: Valuable as a meadow groundcover, particularly in groups or masses. 
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Pycnanthemum tenuifolium - Mountain Mint

Tough perennial with airy, delicate appearance and white flowers

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit: 1 - 3 feet tall, branching to produce a bushy effect. 

Leaves: Slender opposite leaves up to 3 inches long and ¼ inch across. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Short tubular flowers are white, with scattered purple dots, and about ¼ inch 
long in late summer. 

Wildlife Value: Magnet to bees and butterflies and other insects. 

Human Value, Maintenance Notes: Underutilized and attractive native perennial. 
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Rudbeckia fulgida - Black Eyed Susan

Popular, tough, and versatile plant with profuse golden flowers 

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit: 2 - 3 feet tall and 1 - 2 feet wide, spreading with upright flowers. 

Leaves: Long-petioled ovate or lance-shaped basal leaves to 5 inches long and half as wide. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Numerous flower heads about 3 inches across with purple-brown disk florets 
in the center and 10-20 brilliant yellow-orange ray florets from midsummer through fall. 

Wildlife Value: Magnet to bees and butterflies and other insects. 

Human Value: Extremely useful and profuse perennial, at ease in many situations. 
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Solidago juncea - Early Goldenrod

Early flowering goldenrod provides vibrant summer and fall color and wildlife value

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit: 2 - 4 feet tall, attractive, slender plant with delicate appearance. 

Leaves: Alternate leaves are predominantly basal, smooth with shiny luster though sometimes rough, 
toothless to finely toothed, up to 12 inches long and 2 inches wide. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers from mid to late summer in clusters with broadly spreading panicles 
often arching downward but sometimes erect, as wide as tall and generally pyramidal in shape, with 
yellow flowers on the upper side of the branch. 

Wildlife Value: Attracts many types of insects. 

Human Value: Underutilized and attractive native perennial with wildlife value. 
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Symphyotrichum lateriflorum - Calico Aster
Profuse fall blooming perennial for sunny locations 

Layer/Category:  Ground, herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 1-3’ tall and wide.

Leaves: Alternate,  mostly smooth, up to 4” long and ½" across, becoming smaller as they ascend the 
stems, lanceolate, oblanceolate, or elliptic, and linear near the flowerheads. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Panicles of flowerheads up to 10" long and 6" across. Each flowerhead 
has numerous small disk florets that are surrounded by about 8-12 ray florets. 

Wildlife Value: Nectar tubes attract a wide variety of insects, particularly in sunny areas.

Human value: Attractive in woodland areas, where it has a delicate appearance. 
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https://www.prairiemoon.com/seeds/wildflowers-forbs/aster-lateriflorus-calico-aster.html


Veronica glauca  - Upland Ironweed

Upright wildflower with purple flowers that thrives in sunny dry locations

Layer/Category:  Ground;  forb.

Size and Habit: 3 - 5 feet tall and 2 - 4 feet wide upright perennial wildflower. 

Leaves: Foliage is toothed, dark green above and usually glaucous beneath. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Compact corymbs of deep purple disc florets in late summer.  

Wildlife Value: Butterflies and other pollinators flock to the purple blooms.  

Human Value, Maintenance Notes:  Can tolerate a wide range of soils and conditions as long as 
moisture is provided. Winter interest, cut back in late winter. 
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Upper Southeast Sweetgum - Tuliptree Small Stream Forest

Community Description: This plant community is characterized by a low 

elevation forest along acidic soils on small streams in the Coastal Plain or Piedmont 
of Virginia. A perennially damp plant community with occasional flooding, it is fed 
primarily by seeps and springs. Canopy, subcanopy, and herbaceous layers are usually 
well-developed.  Herbaceous layer is species-rich with good sedge development. 

Plant Associations: The canopy layer is typically dominated by sweetgum or 

tuliptree. The understory and shrub layer typically feature understory trees such as 
flowering dogwood and hornbeam, and an abundance of paw paw, spicebush, and 
elderberry. The ground  layer is very thick with an abundance of native wildflowers, 
ferns, and grasses. 

Landscape Design Applications: This plant community has wide applicability 

in the Virginia Piedmont region, as it features many native plants commonly observed 
in a variety of situations.  



Upper Southeast Sweetgum - Tuliptree Small Stream Forest
Plant Associations by Layer 

Canopy Layer
Acer rubrum  - Red Maple
Fagus grandifolia - American Beech
Liquidambar styraciflua - Sweetgum
Liriodendron tulipifera  - Tuliptree
Plantanus occidentalis - American Sycamore
Prunus serotina - Black Cherry

Understory/Shrub Layer
Asimina triloba  - Paw Paw
Carpinus caroliniana - American Hornbeam
Cornus florida - Flowering Dogwood
Corylus americana - American Hazelnut
Lindera benzoin - Spicebush
Euonymus americanus  - Strawberry Bush
Ilex opaca - American Holly
Sambucus canadensis - Elderberry

Grasses
Carex laxiculmis - Creeping Sedge
Carex radiata - Eastern Star Sedge
Carex swanii - Swan’s sedge
Juncus effusus - Soft Rush

Ground Layer/Forbs
Amphicarpaea bracteata  - Hog Peanut
Arisaema triphyllum  - Jack in the Pulpit
Athyrium asplenioides - Ladyfern
Boehmeria cylindrica  - Small Spike False Nettle
Circaea canadensis - Enchanter’s Nightshade
Galium triflorum  - Fragrant Bedstraw
Mitchella repens - Partridgeberry
Parathelypteris noveboracensis  - New York Fern
Symphyotrichum lateriflorum  - Calico Aster
Onoclea sensibilis  - Sensitive Fern
Rudbeckia laciniata - Cutleaf coneflower



Acer rubrum - Red Maple

Popular shade and ornamental tree with brilliant fall color

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: To 90’ high, 2.5’  diameter.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, 2-6” long with 3-5 lobes and coarsely toothed edges, green above and 
whitish below, leaf stem usually red, brilliant red fall color.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small, bright red hanging clusters in early spring. Fruit is paired, winged, 
reddish and V-shaped on long drooping stems in late spring and early summer. 

Wildlife Value: Fruit and buds are food source for squirrels, birds and mice eat the seeds. 

Human Value: Wood is valued for furniture.Valued ornamental landscape tree. 

Upper Southeast Sweetgum-Tuliptree Small Stream Forest



Upper Southeast Sweetgum-Tuliptree Small Stream Forest

Fagus grandifolia - American Beech

Tall shade tree with broad trunk and leaves that stay through winter

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 60-80’ high, 2-3’ diameter; thick trunk, round crown.

Leaves: Alternate,simple, 2-6” oblong and oval to pointed with teeth, bright yellow in fall and 
hanging on tree through winter.

Features: Flowers hang from slender stalks, nuts are borne on prickly burs.

Wildlife Value: The nuts are highly valued by birds and mammals.

Human Value: Excellent shade tree. Wood used for lumber, flooring, furniture. 



Upper Southeast Sweetgum-Tuliptree Small Stream Forest

Liquidambar styraciflua - Sweetgum

Tall shade tree with star-shaped leaves

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 60-90’ high, 2-3’ diameter; straight  trunk, pyramid  crown.

Leaves: Alternate,simple, 4-6” long and wide, star-shaped with 5 pointed lobes and finely saw toothed 
edges, fall color red, purple, gold.

Features: Flowers are small, bright yellow tinged with red, in ball like clusters in spring. Fruit is 1-1.5” 
pricly ball composed of many beaded capsules becoming brown and woody. 

Wildlife Value: Birds and mammals eat the seeds.

Human Value: Sap was once used for chewing gum. Fruit nettles can be messy. 



Liriodendron tulipifera - Tuliptree

Impressive tall shade tree with spectacular flowers and fall foliage

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree.

Size and Habit: 90-100’  high, 1-2.5’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 4-6” long and wide with four pointed lobes and yellow fall color.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are 2-3” tulip-shaped, yellow-green with orange 
edging, fruit is 2.5-3” cone-like cluster of woody, wind-like seeds, bark is thick with 
furrows and ridges. 

Wildlife Value: Sprouts and buds are food for deer, birds and squirrels eat seeds, and 
flowers provide nectar for bees. 

Human Value: Wood is used for lumber, woodworking, and paper. 
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Plantanus occidentalis - American Sycamore

Large deciduous tree with peeling bark exposing creamy white inner bark.

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree

Size and Habit: 80-100’  high, 3-4’ diameter

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 5-8” long and wide, with large-toothed edges and 3-5 major lobes.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Very small flowers in dense round clusters appearing with leaves 
in spring. Fruit is a ball with winged seeds maturing in late fall. Bark is most notable feature. 

Wildlife Value:  Birds eat the seeds. Cavities in old trees used by hole-nesting birds.

Human Value: Attractive tree for large landscapes. Wood used tor furniture and woodworking. 
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Prunus serotina - Black Cherry

Medium to large deciduous tree with spring flowers and fall fruit

Layer/Category:  Canopy; tree

Size and Habit: 60-100’  high, 1-4’ diameter. Long truck and oblong crown, bark is scaly in 
maturity. 

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 2 - 5 inches long, oblong to lance-shaped, finely toothed, dark 
green and shiny above, paler below, with fuzz along middle.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small white flowers in hanging, narrow clusters 4-6 inches long 
in late spring, dark purple to black fruit, round, in late summer. 

Wildlife Value:  The fruit is an important food source for birds and other wildlife. 

Human Value: Bark used medicinally to make cough syrup, fruits are used to make jelly, wood 
prized for furniture. 
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Asimina triloba - Pawpaw

Small tree or shrub that grows in thickets and is notable for fall fruit

Layer/Category:  Understory; tree or shrub.

Size and Habit: Up to 40’ high, 1’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 5-11’ long, pear shaped, 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers are purplish-brown, bell-shaped, 1-1.5” across with six 
petals. Fruit is fleshy, edible, 2-4” long, resembling a short banana, green, then yellow.

Wildlife Value: Fruit is eaten by mammals and birds. 

Human Value: Fruit is underappreciated by humans. 
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Carpinus caroliniana - American Hornbeam

Bushy tree with drooping branches that thrives in wet conditions

Layer/Category:  Understory; tree or shrub.

Size and Habit: 20-30’ high, 12-18”’ diameter.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 2-4” long, oval, pointed, double-toothed. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Yellow-green 1-2” catkins (male) and smaller, fuzzy catkins (female). 
Fruit is 4-6” cluster of leafy bracts.  Bark is light grey with fluted trunk resembling muscles. 

Wildlife Value: Seeds are valued by squirrels and birds. Beavers value for food and building 

materials. 

Human Value: Heavy hard wood used for levers and handles. 
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Cornus florida - Flowering Dogwood

Attractive ornamental tree, state tree and flower of Virginia.

Layer/Category:   Understory; small tree or shrub.

Size and Habit: 20-30’ tall, 6-8” diameter; spreading, uplifting branches.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, 3-5” long, edges smooth or wavy, veins curve parallel to leaf edges.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small flowers clustered and surrounded by four large, white petal-like bracts, 
2” in diameter; Fruit is shiny, bright red, oval, berry-like in clusters in fall. 

Wildlife Value: Fruit is eaten by many species of birds and mammals. Deer and rabbits browse foliage. 

Human Value: Valued for its aesthetic qualities.
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Corylus americana - American Hazelnut

Medium clump-forming shrub with attractive flowers and edible fruit

Layer/Category:   Understory; shrub.

Size and Habit: To 12 feet tall, exists in upland forests, well-drained floodplains, fields. 

Leaves: Alternate, simple, 2.5 - 5 inches long, broadly oval with a heart-shaped or rounded base, edges 
doubly toothed, dark green above and paler below. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Males have 1 - 3 inch catkins in clusters of 2 - 3 near branch tips, females in 
short gray-brown buds with red inner parts, fruit is edible brown nuts in a hairy leaf-like husk with ragged 
edges ripening in late summer. 

Wildlife Value: Fruit is eaten by many species of birds and mammals. 

Human Value: Valued for its aesthetic qualities.

Upper Southeast Sweetgum-Tuliptree Small Stream Forest

Photo:http://www.prairienursery.com/store/native-plants/american-hazelnut-corylus-americana#.WamHXbKGPcc

http://www.prairienursery.com/store/native-plants/american-hazelnut-corylus-americana#.WamHXbKGPcc


Euonymous americana - Strawberry Bush

Small shrub with flowers, called hearts a’bustin’ due to unique fruit

Layer/Category:   Understory; shrub.

Size and Habit: 2 - 6 feet tall, spreading by root suckers, erect or straggling shape, shade-tolerant, exists 
in moist to dry forests.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, 2 - 4 inches long, oval to elliptical, edges finely toothed, bright green above and 
paler beneath. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers have 5 greenish-purple petals in clusters, appearing in late spring, 
fruit is unique, 4-parted capsules that split in fall into orange-red  arils surrounded by pink husks. 

Wildlife Value: Browsed by deer, birds and other wildlife value seeds.

Human Value: Fruit, seeds, and bark are toxic if eaten by humans. 
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Lindera benzoin - Spicebush

Shrub notable for spicy scent and early bloom

Layer/Category:  Understory; shrub.

Size and Habit: Up to 15’ tall, often multi-stemmed.

Leaves: Alternate, simple, oval, 3-5” long, edges smooth, spicy odor when crushed, green 
above and paler below.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small yellow flowers in clusters in early spring, Fruit is 
berry-like, bright red in fall. 

Wildlife Value:  Caterpillars of the spicebush swallowtail butterfly feed on the leaves. 

Human Value: Attractive shrub for woodland locations. 
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Ilex opaca - American Holly

Small to medium sized evergreen tree with bright red berries 

 Layer/Category:   Understory; shrub.

Size and Habit:  Up to 40’ tall and 1-2’ diameter. 

Leaves: Alternate, simple, evergreen, leathery, glossy, 2-4” long with widely spaced spines along the 
edges. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Dull green-white in late spring, makes in clusters, females single. Fruit 
on female trees, bright red round, berry-like drupes in fall and winter. 

Wildlife Value: Berries are food for many forms of wildlife.  

Human Value: Very popular ornamental tree, foliage and berries used for holiday decorations. 
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Sambucus canadensis - Elderberry

Large deciduous native shrub valued for its flowers and fruit

Layer/Category:   Understory; shrub or small tree.

Size and Habit:  Up to 12 feet tall, exists in moist fields and woodlands, edges, streamsides, 
disturbed areas. 

Leaves: Opposite, pinnately compound, 6 - 11 inches long with 5 - 11 elliptical leaflets, edges 
toothed, dark green above and paler beneath. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Small and white in dense flat-topped clusters up to 8 inches across, 
appearing in summer, fruit is berry-like, purple-black, in flat-topped clusters in late summer. 

Wildlife Value: Fruit is  food for many forms of wildlife.  

Human Value:  Stems were once used for whistles and fruits are used to make jelly and wine. 
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Carex laxiculmis - Creeping Sedge

Petite evergreen perennial sedge that forms mounds of foliage

 Layer/Category:   Ground, herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit:  About 1 foot tall and wide, exist in moist woodland sites. 

Leaves: Leaves are glaucous and bluish or occasionally medium green, up to 12 - 18 inches long and 
about ½ inch wide. Blades wider than many other sedges and are mostly evergreen. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): In spring culms bear terminal staminate (male) spikes with pistillate 
(female) spikes below. FLowering culms are narrow and floppy. 

 Wildlife Value: Provides cover for toads and small mammals. 

Human Value, Maintenance Notes: Valuable evergreen groundcover for shade. Cut to ground in late 
winter. 
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Carex radiata  - Eastern Star Sedge

Attractive evergreen native sedge that forms tufts of foliage

 Layer/Category:   Ground, herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit:  1 - 2 feet tall and wide, adaptable, moist to mesic conditions, shade to dappled sun. 

Leaves: Narrow, grass-like medium green blades. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  From April - May lower stems rise above the foliage clump in spring to 
20-28” tall. Most culms are topped by an open, elongate, yellowish-green, terminal inflorescence (to 
1-3” long) consisting of 3-8 flower spikelets.

Wildlife Value: Provides cover for toads and small mammals. 

Human Value, Maintenance Notes: Useful as massed groundcover in shady areas or edging. 
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Carex swanii - Swan’s Sedge

Perennial sedge that grows in clumps

Layer/Category:  Ground layer, herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit:  1 - 3 feet tall and wide, native to dry to wet mesic forests. 

Leaves: Narrow blades of grass to 12 inches long and ¼ inch wide. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Flowers bloom in spikes in late spring (May-June) on sparsely hairy, 
erect to arching flowering stems (reddish-purple bases) growing to 30 inches long. 

Wildlife Value: Provides cover for wildlife. 

Human Value, Maintenance Notes: Useful groundcover for shade, cut to ground in late winter. 
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Juncus effusus  - Soft Rush

True rush provides vertical accent, suitable to wet conditions

Layer/Category:  Ground layer, herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit:  2 - 4 feet tall and wide, thrives in wet soils in full sun to part shade, spread by 
rhizome and self-seeding. 

Leaves: No leaves, evergreen, features smooth, upright, cylindrical, unjointed, spire-like green stems 
which grow in spreading basal clumps to 20-40 inches tall. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Insignificant, minute, yellowish-green to pale brown flowers bloom in 
one-sided clusters located on stem sides slightly below the stem tips, July to September,. fruit is an 
obovoid capsule. 

Wildlife Value: Provides food and shelter for wildlife. 

Human Value: Useful as vertical rain garden accent plant, common in wetland restoration. 
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Amphicarpaea bracheata - Hog Peanut

Slender, delicate twining annual vine with pale lilac flowers in late summer 

Layer/Category:   Ground, herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit:  Vine up to 5 feet long, exists in dry to moist forests and forest edges. 

Leaves: Leaves divided into 3 ovate leaflets. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Pale lilac to white, pea-like flowers at base of stem or underground. 
Fruit a legume. 

Wildlife Value: Birds eat the aboveground seeds and wild hogs eat the subterranean seeds. 

Human Value: Native Americans boiled the subterranean fruits, which are similar to garden beans. 
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Arisaema triphyllum - Jack in the Pulpit

Erect perennial with striking pulpit-like spathe that thrives in moist forests 

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: Erect perennial 1-2’ tall with 1-2 leaves, each with 3 leaflets. 

Leaves: Two large green, compound, long-petioled leaves (1-1.5' long), divided into three leaflets 
each, emanate upward from a single stalk and provide umbrella-like shade to the flower.

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Unusually-shaped male or female flowers in mid-spring. Plant becomes 
dormant in midsummer but produces clusters of bright red fruit in fall. 

Wildlife Value: Birds consume the pulp and disperse the seed. 

Human Value: Useful and striking woodland garden plant. 
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Athyrium asplenioides - Ladyfern

Upright deciduous fern with large arching fronds that thrives in woodland

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: Up to 3 feet tall, thrives in moist shaded woodland areas. 

Leaves: Lanceolate to triangular arching fronds in clusters from a thick rhizome, highly dissected 
feather-like fronds, leaflets up to 6 inches long and 1 inch wide, alternate, with narrow, pointed tips. 

Wildlife Value: Provides cover for small mammals, amphibians, and reptiles.

Human Value: Useful and striking woodland garden plant. 
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Boehmeria cylindrica  - Small Spike False Nettle

Woodland groundcover without the sting of its cousin, the stinging nettle 

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: Up to 3 feet tall, exists in moist woodland sites. 

Leaves: Leaves are simple, opposite along stems, sometime alternate, ovate to ovate lanceolate, up to 
4 inches long and 2.5 inches across, with long slender petioles. Margins coarsely serrated.  

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Stringy heads of yellow-green flowers form between leaf stems in 
summer. 

Wildlife Value: Host plant for the larvae of several butterflies, including Red Admiral, Eastern 
Comma, and Question Mark butterflies. 

Human Value: Useful and striking woodland garden plant. 
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Circaea lutetiana canadensis - Enchanter’s 
Nightshade
Woodland herbaceous perennial that thrives in moist shade

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 0.75-2' tall and unbranched or little branched.

Leaves: Opposite, simple, up to 5" long and 3" across, rounded and slightly notched at base. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Small white flowers bloom in summer for about a month and consist of 
2 white petals divided into two lobes, 2 green sepals, 2 stamens, and a slender style. Each flower is 
replaced by a small bur-like fruit.

Wildlife Value: The nectar and pollen of the flowers attract bees. Birds and mammals help to 
distribute the seeds. Deer occasionally browse on the foliage.
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Galium triflorum  - Fragrant Bedstraw

Whimsical woodland herbaceous perennial that thrives in moist shade

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 6 - 20 inches tall, exists in moist woodlands. 

Leaves: Leaves are whorled in groups of 5 or 6, up to 2.5 inches long and ½ inch wide, leaves 
elliptical. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit): Flowers in clusters of 1 - 3, about ⅛ inch across with 4 greenish white 
stamens.Fruit is a pair of tiny, round pods covered in hooked hairs, each pod containing a seed. 

Wildlife Value: Attractive to many insects.

Human value: Fragrant bedstraw gets its name from the vanilla scent of the dried leaves and the 
fact that it was used to stuff mattresses. Native Americans used it to stimulate hair growth. 
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Parathelypteris noveboracensis  - New York Fern

Woodland herbaceous perennial that thrives in moist shade

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 1 - 2 feet tall, soft deciduous fern, spreads through creeping rootstock, forms a 
dense groundcover. 

Leaves: Fronds up to 4 inches in width, tapering gradually to both top and bottom, twice-cut, thin 
foliage with fine texture and translucent quality, fronds emerge singly or in small clusters. 

Wildlife Value: Provides shelter for toads. 

Human Value: Valuable woodland groundcover. 
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Symphyotrichum lateriflorum - Calico Aster
Profuse fall blooming perennial for sunny locations 

Layer/Category:  Ground, herbaceous perennial. 

Size and Habit: 1-3’ tall and wide.

Leaves: Alternate,  mostly smooth, up to 4” long and ½" across, becoming smaller as they ascend the 
stems, lanceolate, oblanceolate, or elliptic, and linear near the flowerheads. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Panicles of flowerheads up to 10" long and 6" across. Each flowerhead 
has numerous small disk florets that are surrounded by about 8-12 ray florets. 

Wildlife Value: Nectar tubes attract a wide variety of insects, particularly in sunny areas.

Human value: Attractive in woodland areas, where it has a delicate appearance. 
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Onoclea sensibilis  - Sensitive Fern

Perennial fern that thrives in moist areas but will grow anywhere

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: To 3 - 4 feet tall and wide, spreads by low, creeping rhizomes. 

Leaves: Dimorphic, sterile fronds green, broad, almost triangular with 8 - 12 pairs of nearly 
opposite leaflets with wavy margins, fertile fronds at first dark green, turning brown. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Small, trumpet-shaped, axillary flowers are produced in pairs with 
four white petals, Fruit, not abundant, is a red drupe containing up to eight seeds, and ripens 
between July and October, 

Human Value: Best in woodland locations and along streams. Can be invasive in cultivated 
settings. Commonly called sensitive fern because the green vegetative fronds are sensitive to and 
suffer almost immediate damage from the first fall frost. Also sensitive to drought.
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Rudbeckia laciniata - Cutleaf coneflower

Large wildflower with showy yellow flowerheads conspicuous in late summer

Layer/Category:  Ground; herbaceous perennial.

Size and Habit: To 3 - 8 feet tall, exists in moist woodlands and forest edges, alluvial forests, and 
rocky stream sides. 

Leaves: Alternate, deeply cut, 3 - 5 lobed lower leaves up to 8 inches long, upper leaves reduced 
in size and less dissected. 

Features (Flowers, Fruit):  Flowers in long-stalked, showy heads, the central disk flowers 
greenish yellow with drooping yellow ray flowers.

Wildlife value: Magnet for wide variety of insects, including bees, butterflies. 

Human Value: Valued as cutting garden flower. 
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Appendix A
● References:

○ NatureServe Explorer at http://explorer.natureserve.org/servlet/NatureServe?init=Ecol.
○ Virginia Department of Forestry, “Common Native Shrubs and Woody Vines of Virginia.”
○ Virginia Department of Forestry, “Common Native Trees of Virginia.”
○ Timothy P. Spira, “Wildflowers & Plant Communities of the Southern Appalachian Mountains & Piedmont,” University of 

North Carolina Press, 2011.
○ Donald J. Leopold, “Native Plants of the Northeast, A Guide for Gardening & Conservation,” Timber Press, 2005. 

● Native Plant Mail Order Sources:
○ North Creek Nurseries: http://www.northcreeknurseries.com/
○ Prairie Moon Nursery: https://www.prairiemoon.com/home.php
○ New Moon Nursery: http://www.newmoonnursery.com/
○ Izel Plants: https://www.izelplants.com/
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